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Draft Agenda
methodological tools for accountability 

systems in education 
- International Symposium -
Ispra, 6-9 February, 2006, Joint Research Centre

REASONS FOR THE [image: image2.png]CONFERENCE
The first objective of the Lisbon strategy for Education and Training is to increase the quality and effectiveness of education and training systems in the European Union.
Mutual cooperation among the EU countries is an essential condition for achieving this objective. The Recommendation of 12/2/2001 on European cooperation in quality evaluation in school education and the recommendation of 24/9/1998 on European co-operation in quality assurance in higher education explicitly recognise the importance of joint actions in the field of evaluation of education systems. Moreover, the Council Resolution on the Promotion of Enhanced European co-operation in Vocational Education and Training (VET) indicates as crucial the task of “promoting co-operation in quality assurance with particular focus on exchange of models and methods, as well as common criteria and principles for quality in vocational education and training.”
Thus, quality assurance systems have been recognised as an essential part of an effective education and training systems. The techniques that enable quality to be measured are available, though not all countries have the same experience of their use in education and training.
Availability of longitudinal data, reliable measures of student achievement, and the analysis of the hierarchical structure of educational systems are three essential ingredients in the creation of reliable accountability systems in education. Multilevel modelling and Rasch analysis are the two statistical methodologies that provide the greatest insight with respect to this objective. The conference aims to stimulate debate among researchers using these methodologies to increase the quality of existing educational systems.

PROGRAMME
Monday 6 February 2006   - afternoon

Arrival and registration of participants. 

Opening of the conference – the issues at stake.

Tuesday 7 February - morning

International comparisons of student achievement 

Jaap Scheerens, University of Twente, The Netherlands
Representative of the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA)
Representative of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
Tuesday 7 February - afternoon

Collecting Longitudinal Educational Data
Gage Kingsbury, Northwest Evaluation Association, United States. 
Enrico Gori, University of Udine, Italy.
Andrea Ichino, European University Institute, Italy (Discussant)
George Psacharopoulos, Former World Bank, Greece. 

Joroen K. Vermunt, Tilburg University, The Netherlands  
Wednesday 8 February - morning

Objective measurement of student achievement: the Rasch model
David Andrich, Murdoch University, Australia.
Trevor G. Bond, Hong Kong Institute of Education, Hong Kong.
Francesco Bartolucci, University of Perugia, Italy.
Wednesday 8 February - afternoon

Results and their components: multilevel analysis
Magdalena Mok, Hong Kong Institute of Education, Hong Kong.
Leonardo Grilli, University of Florence, Italy; 
Carla Rampichini, University of Florence, Italy;
Giorgio Vittadini, University of Milano Bicocca, Italy.
Alex Michilas, University of Northern British Columbia, Canada. (Discussant)
Thursday 9 February - morning

Round-table: towards a joint approach 
Departure
