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The Israeli Military Forces Withdraw from PCBS Premises

Leaving behind ruins, stolen properties, missing files, missing computers, and missing data sets

The Israeli military forces have just left the premises of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, PCBS.  Scores of heavily armed soldiers have entered the building by force six hours earlier, breaking the doors and sabotaging the equipment, computers, and files.  Employees who happened to be on premises were intorregated and tourtured for the duration of invasion, but they are safe now.

Early reports from the scene indicate that damage was massive, where the soldiers have searched every room in the building, collected files and equipment, while throwing around the remaining contents of each room.  They have used excessive force to open doors and “anti-fire” safe boxes.  Hundreds of files where confiscated, computers, CD’s, computer tapes, data sets from censuses and surveys, personal properties of employees, blank cheques and offical records of the finance department in PCBS.

It is reported that many of the soldiers have been spotted taking some properties into their pockets.

While the exact number of Israeli soldiers raiding PCBS is not yet determined, eye witnesses from neighboring buildings, and three of the employees who were trapped inside the building during the invasion report seeing more than 25 soldiers getting into the building, while others were guarding the main entrances of the building.

Eye witneses have reported seeing the soldiers bringing heavy boxes into the building.  It is not yet known whether these where equipment which was used for forced entry, or some explosives or booby traps.  The building is currently vacant, where it is declared to be unsafe to be there because it is suspected that the Israeli army may have left some dangeourus material there.

We appeal to all colleagues, friends, professionals, and statisticians all over the world to take note, protest this act, and take action by demanding that the Israelis let us know whether they have left behind any explosives/booby traps, and give back any confiscated material or stolen properties.  We call upon all our friends to help us rebuild PCBS and bring it back to life.
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