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An Urgent Appeal

The Israeli Military Forces Take Over PCBS

(December 5 2001, 11:30 pm)

The Israeli military forces have just occupied the premises of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, PCBS.  Scores of heavily armed soldiers have entered the building by force, breaking the doors and sabotaging the equipment, computers, and files.  Employees who happened to be on premises are currently under custody, but their whereabouts are not known.

The PCBS, founded in September 1993, is the official statistical institute for the country, and has more than 350 staff.  It produces statistics about population dynamics, socioeconomic conditions of the country, and statistics on land use and environment.  Since its establishment, it has produced key statistics needed for reconstruction and development, with financial support coming mainly from donor countries.

The PCBS is located in northern part of the city of El-Bireh, and has been shelled four times by the Israeli military since the outbreak of the Intifada in October 2000.

We appeal to all colleagues, friends, professionals, and statisticians all over the world to take note, protest this act, and demand through all means that the Israelis leave the premises immediately, clean it from any explosives/booby traps, give back any confiscated material, and release the arrested employees.
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