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Survey on A Visualisation System for Statistics

The User Requirements

1.
Current Position of the interviewed  at the National Statistics Institute ________________

2. 
Current Department  _________________________________________________________

3.
 User Level in statistical software utilisation

(  expert
(  working knowledge
(  non expert

4.
Your main task is (multiple answers are allowed) 
· data production (missing data imputation, 


  gross error identification, outlier detection,...)
· data analysis and exploration

· data reporting

5. Give a score  starting from 1 to 10 (10 is the maximum) to the following categories of statistical methods on the basis of their importance in your work and specify which ones in each categories (give 0 to the methods you do not use)

 _____ Factorial Methods
_______________________________________________________

_____ Cluster analysis
_______________________________________________________

_____ Time series Analysis
________________________________________________________

_____ Exploratory data analysis 

for univariate datasets ________________________________________________________

_____ Regression

________________________________________________________

_____ Others


________________________________________________________

6.
Mainly you deal with


(  large survey data 


(  time series data




(  spatial data


(  others (specify)_____________________________

7.
How large are the datasets you usually deal with?  

Number of statistical units / periods ______Number of variables / series ________________

8.
In your data sets is there a structure present? 


(  yes, a hierarchical structure 


(  yes, a relational structure



(  no, there is any structure (go to 9.)

(  other (specify)________________

8.1
If there is a structure, can you briefly explain what does it consist of?


____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________

8.2
If there is a structure, is it important for you to have the possibility to visualise this 
structure?



(  yes


(  no


(  only in some cases


9.     Indicate the three most used statistical packages, ordered according their frequency


Name of the package

1
____________________________________________________________

2
____________________________________________________________

3
____________________________________________________________

10.   Which are the methods? Visualisation methods? that you think are lacking in the above packages?

(1 corresponds to the first package you indicated on 8)
1 ___________________________________________________________________________

2 ___________________________________________________________________________

3 ___________________________________________________________________________

11.
Which of the following graphical representations and visualisation tools do you currently use?

· Histogram 



· Box plot



· Scatter plot  

· Contour plot

· Bivariate histogram

· 3D scatter plot

· Scatter plot matrix

· Quantile-Quantile plot 

· Icon graphics

· Parallel co-ordinates or polar co-ordinates

· Dynamic Graphics

· Interactive graphics 

· Time series plot

· Others (specify)_____________________


        _____________________

12. Can you list which of the above methods would like to be included in a new software?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

13. Which kind of statistical graphics and visualisation tools, not present in the packages you are using, should a new software package provide in order to satisfy your needs ?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

14. Can you suggest any new idea for graphics that could be useful in your work?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

15. What is the main currently used operating environment 
(e.g. Windows NT/98, Unix/Linux, etc)?

___________________________________________________________________________

16. What are the desired minimum system requirements?

Requirements:
Answer:

Minimum number of observations:


Minimum number of variables:


Basic statistical method you need


Basic graphics you need


Other


Other


Other


17. On what format are statistical data are usually stored?

 ___________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

18. Are there any needs to communicate with other applications?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

19. What mechanisms to import/export data should be available?


Yes
No

ODBC
(
(

Visual queries
(
(

Direct communication with other s/w (like excel)
(
(

20. Which are the most common formats of exported/imported data (e.g.,  xls, dbf, txt, etc):
 ____________________________________________________________________________

21. Is there a need for automating certain procedures, batch jobs, etc?


(  Yes

(  No


If yes, which one?

____________________________________________________________________

22. Rate, starting from 1 to 10 (10 is the maximum) the following quality requirements expected by the user on the basis of their importance?

· reliability

______

· user friendliness
______

· efficiency

______

· maintainability
______

· portability

______

· reusability

______

· other

______
(specify)_________________________________________
23. Which are your main criteria for evaluating a new statistical software?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

24. Describe the main functionalities that a software visualisation package should have?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________
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